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The vaccine inoculation
passport, ticket to..?

On the initiative of Greece European, countries are
discussing the enactment of a ‘vaccination passport
for Covid-19’, in the first place to allow vaccinated
person to visit the starving European tourist destina-
tions. Will this be the start of a societal partition
within Europe and the Netherlands between ‘free
traveling’ vaccinated people and locked down ‘non
vaccsers’?

The new chapter in the fight against Covid-19 has
started, the vaccination, hopefully the beginning of the
end, although there are not enough vaccines delivered by
the producers because we wanted to have a bargain and
are one of the last to be delivered to. The over-organized
Netherlands is the last in Europe to begin with vaccinati-
on anyway. The Netherlands is so well organized that
decision-making is stranded by the segmented organizati-
on. Who determines the policy: the Minister, the security
region, the laboratories, the State Health institution
(RIVM,) OMT or the Municipal Health Service (GGD)?
Which group first: the elderly or start with the 1st line
medical care staff?

In addition to these selection problems, which category
of the population will be given priority in vaccination,
social and constitutional problems will also arise. We are
already accustomed to anti-corona regulations restricting
our fundamental rights unequally: no freedom of
demonstration, no family gatherings or free
association and assembly except when it
. comes to religious events. In the latter case,
the participants may infect each other
unmasked and singing. The restrictions that
- may be imposed by the government, also

— — constitutionally underpinned, to protect public

health apparently do not always have the
same objectives. The vaccinations that will
have to stop corona can be considered also a

violation of physical integrity and requires the consent of
the person concerned and a firm formal legal basis. A
vaccine is a weakened, artificial form of infection that
triggers the production of antibodies if one is infected. It
is currently estimated that about 70% of the Dutch will
get vaccinated, 30% will not. The government portrays
this group of non-vacs as negative, almost a-social. The
opposition though, cannot be explained solely by mistrust
in the effect of the vaccine, religious considerations,
possible side effects or an a-social attitude of the popula-
tion. There are now millions of people who already have
been infected by corona and the majority have already
developed antibodies in a natural way and for whom
vaccination therefore has no added value. There has been
a failure to register those healed persons (with permissi-
on). In addition, there is a large group of people who
were not tested for corona in the spring - and also during
the last wave - due to the lack of testing capacity but,
given the symptoms, did have corona. This group cannot
be found at all. It would therefore be wise to test for
antibodies, as this is the goal to be achieved by vaccinati-
on. To vaccinate all these people as an embarrassment
solution is a waste of vaccines - maybe welcomed by the
pharmaceutical industry - and, moreover, contrary to the
fundamental right to physical integrity. The policy is
aimed at isolating the people who are potentially at risk
of infection. A negative test statement is often required
for entry to foreign travel. Not a watertight, but a logical
and acceptable measure. But a vaccination statement or
passport could also provide for this, The question is
whether such an explanation could be required beyond
touristic destinations for more general access to all kinds
of social, cultural and commercial environments such as
government institutions, theatres and shops, excluding
unvaccinated individuals.

In principle, private parties may themselves determine
which access requirements are set as long as this is not in
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